














































The Modification of Spousal Interaction After Aphasia

Background




Interviews were collected from five women each married to an individual with aphasia.  These interviews were collected to try and understand how the adaptations occurred over time.  Each interview was ethnographic in nature; they were fairly unstructured to collect information about communicative interactions from the perspective of the interviewee (Spradley, 1979).  In implementation, a general question enabled the interviewee to talk about issues from her perspective and then specific questions based upon her talking points were asked as follow-up.  Once the “threads” of that topic were exhausted, another question was asked followed by more questions for specificity.  Each interview was audiotaped and transcribed orthographically.

Data analysis was based on Spradley (1979) discerned various themes based upon the actual experiences related by the wives during the interviews.  In general, the analyses proceeded in the following steps:
	Initial review of the transcripts 
	Open coding 
	Refinement of the coding 
	Pattern analysis 
	Theme analysis in which those patterns that seemed to have explanatory power and/or greater frequency of occurrence during the interview were identified.
	Verification in which the selected themes were taken and compared the videotaped conversations to determine if they were consistent with contemporary data. 
Results
Analysis of the data revealed six themes identified as important to the establishment of collaborative compensations for conversation following aphasia.  These themes relate to 1) the acceptance of communicative responsibility, 2) recognition of underlying ability, 3) development based upon authentic usage, 4) emergence of collaborative compensations through progressive stages, 5) the development of communicative strategies, and 6) the social motivations for re-establishing conversation.

Discussion




As we attempt to move progressively toward more of an interactional focus in clinical aphasiology, conducting primary research on the behaviors, phenomena, and processes that comprise this focus are relevant.  Indeed, having a wide range of data can only benefit our knowledge and our applications.
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